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Slavs, that wood appears to be generally the oak.1 Thus
we have seen that amongst the Slavs of Masuren the new
fire for the village is made on Midsummer Day by causing
a wheel to revolve rapidly round an axle of oak till the
axle takes fire.2 When the perpetual fire which the ancient
Slavs used to maintain chanced to go out, it was rekindled
by the friction of a piece of oak-wood, which had been
previously heated by being struck with a grey (not a red)
stone.3 In Germany and the Highlands of Scotland the need-
fire was regularly, and in Russia and among the South Slavs
it was sometimes, kindled by the friction of oak-wood ;4 and
both in Wales and the Highlands of Scotland the Beltane
fires were lighted by similar means.5 Now, if the sacred
fire was regularly kindled by the friction of oak-wood, we
may infer that originally the fire was also fed with the same
material. In point of fact, it appears that the perpetual fire
of Vesta at Rome was fed with oak-wood,6 and that oak-
wood was the fuel consumed in the perpetual fire which
burned under the sacred oak at the great Lithuanian
sanctuary of Remove.7' Further, that oak-wood was formerly
the fuel burned in the midsummer fires may perhaps be
inferred from the custom, said to be still observed by
peasants in many mountain districts of Germany, of making

1  However, some exceptions to the     in   honour   of   the   Lithuanian   god
rule are recorded.   See above, vol. i. pp.      Perkunas went out, it was rekindled
169, 278 (oak and fir), 220 (plane and      by sparks struck from a stone which
birch), 281, 283, 286 (limewood), 282      the image of the god held in his hand
(poplar and fir), 286 (cornel-tree), 291      (Songs of the Russian People^ London,
.(birch or other hard wood), 278, 280      1872, p. 88).

(nine kinds of wood).    According to         4 See above, vol. i. pp. 148, 271,

Montanus, the need-fire, Easter, and      272, 274, 275, 276, 281, 289, 294.

Midsummer fires were kindled by the         5 Above, vol. i. pp. 148, 155.

friction of oak and   limewood.     See         6  The Magic Art and the Evolution

Montanus,   Die  deutschen   Volksfeste,)      of Kings y ii. 186.

Volksbrattche unddeutsch&r Volksglaiibe         7  The Magic Art and the Evolution

(Iserlohn, N.D.), p.  159.     But else-      of Kings, ii.  366.     However,  sacred

where   (pp.   33  sg.,   127)   the  same      fires   of  other   wood   than   oak   are

writer says that the need-fire and Mid-      not  unknown among Aryan peoples,

summer fires were  produced  by  the      Thus at Olympia white poplar was the

friction of oak and fir-wood.                     wood burnt in sacrifices to Zeus (above,

2  Above, vol. i. p. 177.                        p,  90  n.1}; at Delphi the perpetual

3  M.  Pratorius, Deliciae Prussicae^      fire was fed with pine wood (Plutarch,
herausgegeben von Dr. William Pierson     De El apud Delphos^ 2), and it was
(Berlin, 1871), pp.  19 $q.    W. R. S.      over the glowing embers of pinewood
Ralston says (on what authority I do     that the Soranian Wolves walked at
not know) that if the fire maintained     Soracte (above, p. 14).